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Annotation

The dissertation thesis The Institute of “Thieves in Law" - an Important Political Challenge to the
National Security (Case of Georgia) is dedicated to emphasizing the increasing role of the criminal
subculture in contemporary politics of Georgia and the whole region. The article reviews the
criminal subculture as an important factor of hybrid warfare, which is used as a strategic weapon

in the political and democratic processes of the country and the region.

In the context of emerging geopolitical changes, global actors are struggling to strengthen their
power and create and enhance new alliances. In this regard, the Russian Federation, which is in
confrontation with literally the whole democratic world since its full scale invasion of Ukraine,
managed to increase its role in the geopolitical processes due to the use of the criminal
subculture. Russia is actively employing organized crime in its geopolitical games as it conducts a
new type of cold war. Thus the role of the criminal subculture in world politics has been

increasing.
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The first chapter of the paper discusses the criminal subculture as an actor playing its role in the
regional and international security system, as well as its influence over the country's democratic

development and ongoing political processes.

Significant attention is paid to exposing the Russian soft power strategy and goals of its hybrid
warfare. The thesis explores the emergence of the criminal subculture and its subsequent
development throughout the former Soviet space, which has become one of the factors in

formation of domestic and foreign policies of Georgia and the region for decades.

Significant attention is given to the evolution of the criminal subculture over the century and its
establishment as an influential actor. The paper focuses on the methodology, which the
representatives of the criminal subculture use to influence the national and regional political
agenda. The paper also discusses the phenomenon of the "Cold War" and the role of the criminal
subculture in its transformation against the background of the global political processes and

geopolitical developments.

The second chapter of the thesis discusses the elite of the criminal subculture, so-called "thieves
in law," as an important factor for national security, as well as the potential employment of the
criminal subculture to leverage the foreign policy course of the country. It is important to discuss
the criminal subculture in this prism as it remains to be one of the major allies of the Russian
secret services, which attempt to subvert the democratic development of Georgia. In doing so,
the criminal subculture was hindering the ruling parties to consolidate and maintain power in the

country.

The paper discusses the use of soft power and the hybrid warfare tactics by the Russian

Federation against Georgia and the whole region, including analyzing its geostrategic aspects.

The paper discusses the practice of exploitation of resources and capabilities of the criminal
subculture by Russia, which affected developments in various states both on regional and
European scales. It also emphasizes the geopolitical role of using the criminal subculture by

Russia in regional conflicts.
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The third chapter of the thesis is devoted to researching the geopolitical transformation of the
criminal subculture and its geostrategic aspects, analyzing how it developed from regional into a
global transnational criminal organization, and what kind of geopolitical difficulties the criminal

organizations had to overcome in this process.

Using the situational analysis methodology, the paper reviews the details of the development
strategy of the criminal subculture in the last decades and the concept of the "soft power" in the
strategic modeling of the hybrid warfare. An important part of the research is devoted to the
collaboration of the criminal subculture with the Russian special services and its political
transformation, in the context of the emerging new world order. The research process highlighted
the role of the criminal subculture and its top echelons - "thieves in law" in global security context

and the geopolitical characteristics of their activities.

The research has revealed the role and factor of the criminal subculture in world politics and the

main mechanisms contributing to its current demand.

Relevant research methods and methodology had been selected for the topic of the dissertation,
which allowed us to conduct important research. In this process, the research questions were

answered and the hypothesis was proved.

A significant part of the research was devoted to the malicious activities of the criminal
subculture. Using the SWOT analysis methodology, the detailed analysis has been done
highlighting the major aspects, namely, which are the most problematic directions and what are

the strengths and weaknesses of the criminal subculture.

During the research, in-depth analysis was conducted, which included interviews with politicians,
former high-ranking officials from law enforcement agencies and the Ministry of Defence. The
last part of the paper is devoted to the conclusion, which highlights the main findings of the
research, offers scientific innovations, provides answers to the research questions, and proves the

hypothesis of the dissertation.

Information about approval
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Three colloquiums and one seminar were held at the Examination Commission of the Faculty of
Social and Humanities of the Caucasus International University. Three colloquiums (each is a part

of a dissertation):

I. Colloquium - "Thieves in law" as the essence of political danger and its classification: the

methodological basis of the asymmetric threats factor and historical review

Il. Colloquium - "Institute of legal thieves" as a political challenge and its impact on the national

security of Georgia

Colloquium lll - Georgia's National Security Model and Prevention and Leveling of Asymmetric
Threats: Political Aspects of Preventing the "Institute of Legal Thieves" on the Example of Georgia

(case study)

Thematic seminar (dedicated to a topical issue of the field/subfield and

not a part of the dissertation topic):

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) established a new world order

The main content of the thesis has been published in the

following publications:

1. The phenomenon of asymmetric threat and its impact on the development of the political

system. Politologos 2021-N3, Caucasus International

2. The symbiosis of Russian special services with the criminal subculture (in the form of thieves
in law) in organizing cybercrime as an asymmetric threat phenomenon and its impact on the

country's national security. Politologos 2024-N6 Caucasus International University.

3. The phenomenon of the Russian hybrid war and its impact on the development of the world
political system during the period of the establishment of the new world order. 17th International

Silk Road Conference 2022;
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4. The symbiosis of private military companies with the criminal subculture (in the form of
"thieves in law") as an asymmetric threat phenomenon and its impact on the country's national
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