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Annotation

This doctoral thesis embarks on an exploratory journey into the
media's multifaceted role as a significant actor within the socio-political
landscape, particularly focusing on the concept of peace journalism, or
three-way journalism. The research underscores the influential role of
independent journalistic decisions in fostering a societal value system
that prioritizes peace. Through meticulous observation of social media
platforms, the study unveils a prevalent public perception of media bias,
highlighting the critical role audience attitudes play in shaping trust and
credibility in media outlets.

The theoretical foundation of this work is anchored in the intricate
dynamics of media coverage of conflicts, where the media is envisioned
not just as a mediator but as a potent bridge builder capable of mending
the rifts between polarized groups. This is achieved through balanced
and empathetic portrayals, illustrating commonalities and shared
experiences across conflicting parties, aligning with insights from the
European Center for Conflict Prevention.

Methodologically, the thesis integrates both theoretical and
practical approaches, employing a combination of qualitative and
quantitative research methods to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the media's role in conflict situations. Qualitative
research, including in-depth interviews, offers profound insights into the
lived experiences of journalists, shedding light on the internal and
external factors influencing media coverage of conflicts. Quantitative
surveys further enrich the study by gauging journalists' perspectives on
specific conflict coverage issues.

The scientific novelty of this work lies in its focused examination of
media coverage of conflicts within the Georgian context, a subject
hitherto underexplored in academic research. The thesis critically

evaluates the journalistic dilemmas encountered in conflict reporting and
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assesses the impact of media practices on conflict escalation or resolution.
By investigating the nuances of journalistic professionalism and the
temptations of sensationalism for higher ratings, the research contributes
significantly to understanding the standards required for responsible and
ethical conflict journalism.

In summary, this doctoral thesis provides an insightful analysis of the
media’s influential role in shaping public perceptions and trust through
conflict coverage. It emphasizes the necessity for journalistic integrity
and professionalism in promoting peace and understanding, offering a
valuable contribution to the field of media studies and conflict

resolution.
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