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Annotation

The dissertation is dedicated to the study of the gender aspect of political processes on the
example of the South Caucasus. In particular, the example of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan
to identify the characteristics of gender issues in the context of political processes, which is vital
for each state on the path to communion with democratic values. In addition, the existing
paper was pitched in a positive nuance by using a method of comparative analysis, which
provides a common gender picture in the political reality of the South Caucasus region, which
is accompanied by a whole range of gender equality problems in Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

The present thesis consists of 213 pages and includes an introduction, four chapters, and
12 subchapters. In a conclusion, the results of the research are summarized. The dissertation
presents a summary, a brief analysis of each chapter and subchapters, in Georgian and English
languages. A list of bibliography is presented at the end of the work (literature used — 180).

The introduction substantiates the relevance of the research topic. The purpose of the
research, objectives, hypothesis, research subject and object, theoretical-methodological
fundamentals are given. The scientific novelty and the information base of the paper are shown.

The first chapter is devoted to the analysis of theories of international relations in the
terms of gender, on which the existing paper is based and also determines the degree of its
value. In particular, feminism is defined as one of the representatives of critical theory.
Moreover, we are talking about the conceptual analysis of the concept of feminism and the
peculiarities of its origin, as well as the important stage of the transition from feminism to
gender. The peculiarities of Soviet women's problems and the Soviet legacy of modern society,
as well as the different types of women's behavior in the post-Soviet space are discussed.

In the first subchapter of the first chapter there is discusses the essence, typology, and
methodological fundamentals of critical theory. The branches of critical theory are reviewed:
feminism, Marxism, social constructivism, postconstructivism, and the Frankfurt School. There
is explained why feminism excited our interest and what factors provided its special need in
modern society. It turns out that the emphasis is on the essence, views and aspirations of the

multifunctional concept of feminism as a critical theory.
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The talk is about an important step forward in the discipline of international relations, or
the prefix of gender theory by feminism, which has a good response in terms of raising gender
issues, and there is also reviewed gender as a social category of gender and cultural norm.

The second subchapter of the first chapter deals with the study and analysis of the gender
aspect of the Soviet woman. The talk is about the phenomenon, structure and aspirations of the
Soviet Union. Three periods are considered: the emancipatory policy of the early Bolshevik era,
the Stalinist era, and the Cold War period. The focus is on the ideas of gender equality provided
in the Soviet Constitution and laws, which served to clothe an authoritarian regime with a
“mantle of democracy." At the same time, the purpose of the declared-paternalistic policy
pursued by the Soviet Union and the formal equality used by the Communist Party to achieve
its goals are discussed.

In the third subchapter of the first chapter there is described gender equality as an actual
problem in the post-period of collapse of the Soviet Union and Cold War. It is noted that the
issue of gender equality was raised and actualized due to the end of the Cold War, because the
world has more or less stabilized and the importance of liberal value has been brought forward
and also the disintegration of a multinational union based on Stalin's political ideals, which
instilled in the society a belief in the authenticity of the path to democratization of the Soviet
republics, an important indicator of which was the establishment of gender equality.

In the second chapter there is discussed the gender dimension of the political activity of
Georgian civil society, as well as the characteristics of the perception of Georgian women's
political activity and all national mechanisms implemented by Georgia aimed at establishing
gender parity and women's appearance on the Proscenium.

The first subchapter of the second chapter is devoted to the study of the situation of
Georgian women in Soviet Georgia. Moreover, the talk is about whether what impact had the
current political and economic events in the Soviet Union and the Constitution on the life of
Georgian society. The model of a Soviet Georgian woman and the whole range of characteristics
are described, as well as the area of their employment. At the same time, we are talking about
the political and economic reforms of the transformation period, which were followed by a

sharp deterioration in the situation of women.
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The second subchapter of the second chapter describes the national mechanisms that
serve the establishment of gender equality in Georgia. The above mechanisms seek to protect
women's rights, initiate women's participation in politics, combat discrimination and violence
against women, and protect women's economic rights and independence. It discusses how
effectively these mechanisms work and the need to introduce additional leverage to better
manage the process and save a society in a strictly structured patriarchal system.

The third subschapter of the second chapter reviews the characteristics of women’s
political perception and the subjective and objective reasons of women’s perception in politics.
The focus is on certain asymmetries in the public consciousness when defining the roles of
women and men acting in the political arena, which is reflected in the difficult perception of
women’s skills and capabilities.

The third chapter presents a descriptive analysis of the role of the Armenian woman in
the process of society consolidation and state-building, as well as the difficulties typical of
Soviet and post-Soviet Armenia and the gender challenges facing modern Armenian society.

The first subchapter of the third chapter serves to study the role of the Armenian woman
in a retrospective context. The talk is about the legal status of women and the factors hindering
their participation in the political processes in life of the Armenian society. In addition, the
characteristics of the political perception of women in society are highlighted.

The second subchapter of the third chapter is devoted to the role of the Soviet woman in
Armenian society. We are talking about a reality beyond formal equality. Namely, during the
Soviet era, the proclamation of equal rights for women and men in work, education and socio-
economic life, which did not lead to real liberation of women in Soviet Armenia, and they
faced double burden or structural discrimination. At the same time, the focus is on a completely
new epoch caused by the collapse of the Soviet Union, as in this period the value system existed
in the past was broken and a new theoretical paradigm failed to be developed, what was
accompanied by a chaotic situation and some difficulties.

The third subchapter of the third chapter discusses certain factors that will ensure the
introduction with the democratic values of the Republic of Armenia in the future. In particular,
the elimination of gender inequality, the establishment of many years of frozen conflict, the

breaking of irrational consciousness and stereotypes absorbed in society, etc. In addition, the
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peculiarities of gender problems in post-Soviet Armenia are explained and it is noted that
gender equality and women's empowerment is still a fundamental problem in post-Soviet
Armenia, as discriminatory social and cultural norms against women are still strong in the
country, there is no strong tradition of civic activity.

The fourth chapter presents a retrospective analysis of the role of the Azerbaijani woman,
which discusses the phenomenon of women in an institutional, cultural and historical context.
In addition, the factors hindering the role of women in political processes and the national
mechanisms developed to address them are explained.

The first subchapter of the fourth chapter discusses the stages of the evolution of the role
of women in a historical context. It is noted that despite the gender policy pursued by the
Soviet Union and the promotion of equal ideals for the protection of women's rights, all of this
only formally reinforced gender equality. However, today the evolution of the female
phenomenon, the complicated hierarchy of women and the development of a mechanism for
social integration are caused by the regularity of the development of political and social life.

The second subchapter of the fourth chapter is devoted to the study and identification of
the international legislative acts and national mechanisms of Azerbaijan. It explains why the
positive formation of gender equality has not been achieved, despite the fulfillment of national
legislation and international obligations.

The third subchapter of the fourth chapter explains a number of problematic situations
that have hindered women's participation in the political process in Azerbaijan, which have led
to the devaluation of women. The active / passive participation of women in political processes,
the circulation of opportunities in the decision-making process and the existing problems are
reviewed. In addition, there is talk of abolishing the quota system existed in the Soviet period,
which led to a catastrophic decline in women's representation.

There are discussed the views on the role of Georgian, Armenian and Azerbaijani women
in the development of statehood and social integration process, and the results of an empirical
research - experts’ survey are presented.

The conclusion provides general results and recommendations of the research, which, if
taken into account and implemented through appropriate measures, can eliminate or reduce

gender problems in the countries of the South Caucasus region, which is an important

39



precondition for the development of a stable democracy. It turns out that the results of the
research will make a significant contribution to the consolidation of democracy in the countries
of post-Soviet South Caucasus, where democratic values will become as established and shared
rules and there will be less risk of the state deviating to authoritarianism. In addition, the above
recommendations will help to set new value priorities, which in turn will ensure a radical

change in the core values of citizens that are basic of their mentality.
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