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Annotation
The discourse about propaganda in the international agenda showed the
need of revision of strategic communication that has been carried out by
the Kremlin after breakdown of the USSR. This communication still
spreading through the network of USSR-experience-based soft power
tools. These tools include connections with political actors, businessmen,
NGOs and a worldwide media network, that provide propaganda support
of Russian messages.
The officials of Russia consider propaganda as necessary instrument to
protect national interests, but the US and European administrations
consider it as high risk of threat. As a result, strategic communication in
the international space is on the background of an active war of
interpretations. It creates favorable conditions for internal confrontation
in other countries’ societies. These circumstances present more acute
challenge for the post-communist countries, especially — the post-soviet
‘young democracies’. Thus, we have decided to study the irreplaceable
part of the asymmetric conflicts and, consequently, hybrid wars —
propaganda and its impact on the small countries’ policy.
According to political theorists, propaganda can have the most powerful
influence through activating the fear factor. That’s why it’'s very
important to identify the impact on the political decision-make process
made by propaganda indirectly, through the activation fear factor and,
this way, inspiration social turmoil. For this, we study countries’ political
spectrum (both — internal and external actors) narratives which are
deepening the fear factor (doesn’t matter specially or unwittingly). We
are interested in studying the nature of these narratives and the forms of
societies’ response to them.
The project envisages an in-depth case study of Georgia and comparisons
of the results to other postcommunist (post soviet and central European)
case studies. We will examine the cases and determine the propaganda
background. In case of Georgia, we will distinguish harmful and useful
narratives for long-term strategic development of the country. This will
enable us to identify pressure that may have a negative impact on the
country's national security.
We hope that the results of research will be useful for researchers of
Social and Political Sciences, Security and Defense Studies, Studies of
International Relations and Communication, as well as for decision-
makers in Georgia or in other small countries, who constantly needs to
encounter the Kremlin propaganda.
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