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Annotation

The new world order, formed under the circumstances of globalization, has caused the
formation of a new political system. Preventive factors, such as the management of crises and
variable measures of defense, are crucial in securing general peace. In the contemporary
political discourse, especially significant are those decisions made through collective
cooperation. The above-mentioned process is largely influenced by state, non-state and

aggressive non-state actors.

The present qualification thesis includes, on the one hand, discussion of the stages
within which the term a “religious non-state actor” was formed, and, on the other hand, an
analysis of the reasons which caused the emergence of these kinds of actors in the arena of
international politics. The thesis also studies the extent of the rise of new threats and
challenges, which may be anticipated within the context of the activities of religious non-state

actors.

The role of religious non-state actors in the processes of international relations is also
analyzed in the work; the realities of the clash of civilizations under the circumstances of

geopolitical transition are defined.

As a result of the research, having considered three dimensions of the study, (the
essence of post-secular international relations and the phenomenon of religious resurgence,
the essence of non-state actors, their definition and typology, the contours of the new world
order in the post-bipolar period and the reality of the theory of “clash of civilizations”), the
beginning of the era of post-modernistic geopolitics and the peculiarities of the system of

modern international relations are determined.

The geostrategic aspects of the negative manifestation of the implementation of the
“Soft Power” strategy are analyzed in the example of aggressive non-state actors; a dilemma of
security of world politics is thoroughly studied: Religion, democratization and the “Arab
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Spring” — the political enigma of “Soft Power”. Profound research is carried out on the
influence of religious transnational actors on current international relations - the
phenomenon of Al-Qaeda after September 9/11, the specifics of the information-propaganda

war of the “Islamic Caliphate” and the religious factor of the “Soft Power” is manifested.

The thesis presents research of the role of “Cooperative Non-governmental Religious
Actors” in the multipolar world, an analysis of geopolitical modeling of the “Security of
Cooperation” in the post-bipolar period — geopolitical aspects of the phenomenon of
“Cooperative Non-governmental Religious Actors”. It studies the geopolitical renaissance
under the circumstances of the 20" century collective security: the role of the Vatican in global
politics, and successful cooperation between the Church and state is represented in the

example of Georgia.

The research has proved that the role of religion is greatly increasing in international
relations. Religion, in most cases, is not contained within the borders of any state, and it has a

special place on the geopolitical map of the world.
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