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Annotation

This thesis aims to examine the interests of the main political actors in the South
Caucasus region (the case of Georgia). Over the centuries, the South Caucasus has always
been the subject of special attention of the dominant international actors, and this has
primarily been explained by the favorable geographical location of the region. The
region becomes the most important transport and energy hub connecting not only East
and West but also North and South. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, both
traditional regional players (Russia, Turkey, and Iran) and non-regional actors (US,
NATO, EU, China) have shown particular interest in the South Caucasus, clearly acting
as counterbalances to their interests in the region. The thesis focuses on the interests of
major players in the South Caucasus. From the first days of its independence, Georgia,
despite many problems and challenges, has chosen the country's pro-Western and
democratic path of development and truly secured its special place in the world political
map.

The present thesis consists of 242 pages and includes an introduction, three
chapters, and 11 subchapters. In a conclusion, the results of the research are
summarized. The dissertation presents a summary, a brief analysis of each chapter and
subchapters, in Georgian and English languages. A list of bibliography is presented at the
end of the work (literature used — 245). Appendices are also presented at the end of the
work, including 7 maps and 4 diagrams, and 2 schemes.

The introductory part of the thesis presents the actuality of the research topic,
research goals, objectives, hypothesis, and research questions. Research methods and
methodology, scientific novelty, and practical significance of the paper have also been
defined.

The first chapter of the dissertation discusses the new political reality formed
after the end of the “Cold War” and the collapse of the Soviet Union as a process
accompanying the new world order. The bipolar world, where spheres of influence are
redistributed between the two dominant actors, the United States, and the Soviet Union,
becomes a part of history at the end of the twentieth century and a new page is being

written in human history. Since the post-bipolar world order is characterized by US
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hegemony, in the first chapter, we analyzed in-depth the unipolar world order, which,
under the leadership of the US, has become a legacy of the “Cold War” and significantly
defined the turning points of the XXI century. In the first subtitle of the first chapter,
the works of renowned theorists are highlighted, in which the pros and cons of
hegemony have been discussed independently and impartially, using the "theory of
hegemonic stability". The second subtitle of the first chapter elaborates on the problems
and challenges following the “Cold War” as a process of unipolar world order. The third
subtitle of the first chapter deals with the South Caucasus factor, which has become a
kind of arena for confrontation between the great players since the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the end of the “Cold War”.

The second chapter of the thesis analyzes the main trends in the development of
the modern world and discusses the role of Georgia in the new coordinates of the
international system. We focus on the US-Russian conflict of interest in the South
Caucasus region, and in particular, in the context of Georgia's ethnopolitical conflicts.
Conflicts on ethnic and political grounds clearly pose a threat to the security and
sustainable development of the region, including the recent developments around the
Nagorno-Karabakh region. The first subtitle of the second chapter discusses the new
geostrategy of the West in the South Caucasus since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
From this period, we review the policies of both the US and the EU in Georgia, Armenia,
and Azerbaijan. The second subtitle of the second chapter is devoted to the US-Russia
policy in the South Caucasus region on an example of Georgia. This part of the paper
analyzes the United States' unprecedented support to Georgia since 1991 in terms of its
integration into Euro-Atlantic structures, the peaceful resolution of Georgian conflicts,
the establishment of democratic principles and values, and the implementation of
domestic political reforms.

The third subtitle of the second chapter discusses the ethnopolitical conflicts in
the South Caucasus as a regional security problem. Ethnopolitical conflicts have been a
major challenge in Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan since the 1990s. The paper focuses
on the developments around Nagorno-Karabakh in October-November 2021, which led

to fundamental changes in the region.
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The third chapter is devoted to global projects implemented by major players in
the South Caucasus as one of the most important mechanisms for the implementation of
their foreign policy interests in the region. Since 1991, NATO, the European Union, and
Turkey have played an important role in ensuring lasting peace and stability in the
South Caucasus, which above all, is a vital aspect of realizing their interests in the
region. Over the past decade, more and more attention has been paid to the South
Caucasus by Asia. Without doubt, China has become the largest political actor, a country
whose name is associated with the implementation of a modern alternative to the
"Greater Silk Road," the "One Road — One Belt." The first subchapter of the third
chapter discusses the importance of the South Caucasus as an energy corridor and
NATO's role in ensuring the energy security of the Caucasus. The second subtitle of the
third chapter is devoted to EU policy in the South Caucasus region. Based on the topic of
the thesis, the focus is on Georgia in terms of EU programs, “Neighborhood Policy”, and
“Eastern Partnership”.

The third subtitle of the third chapter discusses China's global project "One Road
— One Belt", covering the role and purpose of Georgia in the mentioned processes. The
fourth subtitle of the third chapter deals with the peculiarities of Georgian-Turkish
cooperation in the regional and global context, and the fifth subchapter deals with the
role of Iran in the South Caucasus region. Considering the specificity of the research, we
focus on Iran's foreign policy interests in relation to Georgia. Obviously, the above-
mentioned is primarily, due to Iran's geostrategic interests in the South Caucasus and
Georgia.

We conducted semi-structured in-depth interviews with relevant field specialists,
scientists, and experts. We selected the following experts as the target group: V. Maisaia,
N. Chitadze, P. Mamradze, Z. Abashidze, and A. Oreli. As a consequence, different
opinions were observed among scientists, which helped us immensely in terms of
understanding the issue better and formulating the conclusions and recommendations.

In conclusion, the overall research results and recommendations are shown,
which will help Georgia to address risks, threats, and challenges coming from Russia. In

the proposed recommendations, we focused on ways in which Georgia should maintain
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pragmatic foreign policy and fragile diplomacy to ensure its territorial integrity
sovereignty, economic stability, and security. In the 2Ist century, considering the
growing interest of a number of global actors in Georgia, in my humble opinion,

Georgia's future lies in European and Euro-Atlantic integration.
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